Lp(a): a link between thrombosis and atherosclerosis.
Lipoprotein(a), or Lp(a), is a lipoprotein having lipid composition similar to that of LDL, but a protein moiety consisting of ApoB 100 linked by disulfide bridge to apo(a), a glycoprotein with structural similarity to plasminogen. Lp(a) can be both atherogenic and thrombogenic. These two actions are likely to be mutually operative, a fact that on a molar basis makes Lp(a) more of a cardiovascular pathogen than LDL.